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We have welcomed the following staff for term 2: 

 Mr Joshua Fielding teaching English and Music 

 Ms Melissa Lockett working in Learning Support 

 Ms Mercedes Puyo-Opitz teaching Spanish whilst Mr Simon Bell is on leave. 

Due to some changes in roles, the composition of the middle school leadership team has changed. The team comprises: 

 Assistant Principal: Shauna Thompson 

 Year 7 Leader and Transition: Vanessa Ingram 

 Year 8 Leader: Rebecca Rowe 

 Year 9 Leader: Jen Shinnick 

Term 2 commenced with a whole school assembly acknowledging Anzac Day. Our student leaders ran the assembly 
ably supported by our music band who played the National Anthem and a trumpeter played the last post. This year our 
guest was Mr Phil Cotton, the President of the Blackwood RSL who gave some history of the events of World War I. On 
25 April our two School Captains Ali and Bree represented the school at the Morphett Vale Anzac Day Vigil and Service. 
They laid a wreath, along with many other organisations, on behalf of the school. This participation saw them rising 
very early to be at the Vigil and Service by 5.00am. 

As part of our transition program to high school, the year 8 students will be undertaking a two day camp at Woodhouse 
Activity Centre. Two Care Groups at a time will be at Woodhouse for two days and one night.  We are looking forward 
to learning about their adventures when they return as well as further cementing effective relationships with and across 
Care Groups. 

Thank you to the parents and caregivers who attended the parent-teacher interviews in the last week of term 1. Staff 
appreciated the opportunity to meet face-to-face to discuss students’ learning. Reflecting on the same time last year 
we are fortunate as a State that we are in a position to have face-to-face teaching and meetings. 
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As the first eight weeks of this term progress, it is important that our students focus on completing their assessment 
tasks as their next achievement report is the end of semester 1 for year 8 to Stage 1 students and term 2 for Stage 2 
students. Being self directed and organised with a plan to tackle tasks within timelines is essential. Our staff provide 
support in many ways including: 

 After School Learning Hub for year 10 to 12 on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 3.30pm to 4.30pm. 
Students can get assistance with any subject on these afternoons. 
 

 Literacy and Numeracy tutoring for year 8 and 9 on Tuesday afternoons from 2.30pm to 4.00pm. Students can 
get assistance with their work one-to-one. 
 

 Work completion which occurs in double lessons. Students who have not completed their assessment tasks by 
the due date can be referred by their subject teachers. Leaders work with students on a one-to-one basis 
supporting them to understand what the task requires them to do and checking and monitoring progress of 
the task completion. 
 

In addition to these supports, staff provide additional time as negotiated, at break times. It is essential that our students 
approach the task with a willingness to: 
 
 listen to what they have to do 

 ask questions of their peers and teachers 

 meet the required due date. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing the continued growth and learning as students progress through semester 1. 

 

 

 

  

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Sam (year 12) who has received an Offer of Appointment in 2022 as an Officer Cadet at the Australian 
Defence Force Academy – General Service Officer. 
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CALENDAR DATES 
 

TERM 2 2021 

Monday  
 to 
Friday 

24/05/2021 
 to 

28/05/2021 
Year 8 Camps (4 groups – one night each) 

Thursday 27/05/2021 Year 10 Immunisations 

Thursday 27/05/2021 6.00pm-9.00pm Year 12 Movie Night, Senior Floor 

Wednesday 02/06/2021 9.00am-10.30am Principal Tour - BOOKED OUT 

Wednesday 02/06/2021 7.00pm-9.00pm Year 10 Drama Performance – Marion Cultural Centre 

Thursday 03/06/2021 4.00pm-5.00pm SACE Stage 1 & 2 Community Studies A Exhibition, STEM 

Tuesday 08/06/2021 5.30pm-6.30pm Finance Meeting 

Tuesday 08/06/2021 7.00pm-9.00pm Arts Showcase – Hopgood Theatre 

Thursday 10/06/2021 11.30am-7.30pm Personal Learning Plan (PLP) round tables, Library 

Thursday 10/06/2021 6.30pm-7.30pm -International Baccalaureate Diploma Program 
                         Parent Information Evening 

Monday 14/06/2021 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 15/06/2021 STUDENT FREE DAY 

Tuesday 15/06/2021 7.00pm-8.30pm Governing Council 

Tuesday 22/06/2021 7.00pm-9.00pm St Augustine’s Church Concert – Stage 2 

Friday 25/06/2021 6.30pm-11.00pm Year 12 Formal – Intercontinental Hotel 

Monday 28/06/2021 9.00am-10.30am Principal Tour - BOOKED OUT 

Monday 28/06/2021 7.00pm-9.00pm Band Night 

Friday 02/07/2021 TERM 2 CONCLUDES (at 2.15pm with consent) 

 

TERM 3 2021 

Monday 19/07/2021 TERM 3 COMMENCES 

Tuesday 27/07/2021 3.30pm-7.30pm SACE Stage 2 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 28/07/2021 Year 10 Immunisations 

Thursday 29/07/2021 Career Expo 
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CAPITAL WORKS UPDATE 
Stage 2 of the Capital Works Project was completed in late term 1. The start of term 2 saw the senior school students 
move into this space for supervised study and the After School Learning Hub. Stage 3, our final stage is well and truly 
underway. This has seen the installation of a fenced path between school buildings to ensure student and staff safety. 

Stage 3 work has included significant demolition, earthworks and installation of steel beams. Large cranes and trucks have 
been a regular feature. This final stage will see great changes to the administration building including student services and 
finance, the redevelopment of the Performing Arts Centre and a new front office and atrium. It has been pleasing to see 
the way students and staff have managed the significant disruption. 
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SCHOOL TV 
Shauna Thompson, Assistant Principal: Middle School and 8-12 Wellbeing 

As part of the Aberfoyle Park High School community you 
have access to an invaluable resource via our website that 
links directly to relevant, up to date resources to support 
students, parents and caregivers. 

This resource, School TV, can be used to support social, 
emotional and behavioural challenges that both our 
young people and parents face on a daily basis. 

Something new this month on School TV - Raising Girls  

Raising girls in today’s modern world can be a difficult 
path for parents and carers to navigate. These days, girls are transitioning to puberty a lot earlier than they used to and 
the physical, psychological and emotional changes they experience are challenging. As a result, by mid-adolescence, 
girls are twice as likely to develop mood disorders more so than boys. 

Some parents and carers may feel uncertain about how best to support their daughter through the ups and downs of 
adolescence and how to keep the lines of communication open. With the rise of social media and technology, mental 
health difficulties in girls are increasing as often they are faced with online images that make it difficult to see 
themselves as acceptable. Ensuring a daughter’s opinions are heard and her views listened to, will go a long way towards 
making her feel loved and supported as she tries to establish her own identity.  

In this edition of School TV, adult carers will attain a clearer picture of what girls are wanting from their adult carers 
and how best to support them through adolescence. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in 
this month’s edition, and we always welcome your feedback. 

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further information or seek 
medical or professional help. 

Here is the link to this month's edition https://aphs.sa.schooltv.me/newsletter/raising-girls 

ANZAC DAY 2021 
Hayley Baker, Year 12 Leader, Innovation in Senior School 

On 25 April, our two School Captains, Ali and Bree, had  the 
privilege of attending the Morphett Vale Dawn Service. 
These student’s represented Aberfoyle Park High School 
proudly, placing a wreath as a token of respect on behalf of 
our school. 

The service was very special and the ANZAC organisers 
were so pleased to see local students being involved. 

https://aphs.sa.schooltv.me/newsletter/raising-girls
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SENIOR SCHOOL WRITE UP 
Stage 1 and 2 Workplace Practices 
Hayley Baker, Year 12 Leader, Innovation in 
Senior School 

On Monday 15 March three students from year 12 Work 
Place Practices (WPP), Dylan, Sam and Maddi, visited the 
Stage 1 WPP Class to share their current experiences 
undertaking Stage 2 WPP as well as their VET course. 
These students shared their likes about the VET Course, 
the simplicity of the course and challenges including the 
workload that comes with undertaking a course. Dylan 
and Sam both undertake a Certificate II in 
Electrotechnology (Career Start) describing it as laid back 
and very enjoyable. They told students that this VET 
Course is always in the back of their mind as they are 
always on the search for future connections and 
constantly networking. Maddi is studying a Certificate III 
in Animal Behaviour and Care. She explained what her 
duties were each week which includes heavy amounts of 
practical work and homework.  

Thank you to Kass Holmes for setting up these students 
for a successful VET Pathway. 

SACE Stage 1 and 2 Community Studies A 
Hayley Baker, Year 12 Leader, Innovation in 
Senior School 

On Thursday 25 March, the SACE Stage 1 and 2 
Community Studies A class visited one of our local cafés  
Hub Fine Foods as part of their Community Studies A 
Course. 

Four of our Community Studies A students have chosen 
a project related to “Foods and the Community” so this 
was a great opportunity for them. 

Whilst visiting the Fine Foods Café students were able to 
network with the business owner and manager, they all 
ate breakfast as a class, spoke to staff, took photos of 
meal presentation and collected evidence for their 
Community Studies folios. 

Thank you to the Hub Fine Foods Café for being so 
welcoming to us. 

LIBRARY E-RESOURCES – AVAILABLE IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES! 

 
Do you know a language other than English or are you studying a second language? Do you know someone who would like 
to read materials in languages other than English? Checkout our online resources and find something to entertain you!   
Your library can bring Harry Potter to you in French, Spanish, German, Italian, Korean, Russian, Chinese, Dutch and 
Portuguese! Discover eMagazines, eNewspapers and eBooks, stream films and documentaries. 

Visit www.onkaparingacity.com or ask at your library today. 

http://www.onkaparingacity.com/
https://www.onkaparingacity.com/Around-me/Libraries/Services/Digital-resources
https://www.onkaparingacity.com/Around-me/Libraries/Services/Digital-resources
https://www.onkaparingacity.com/Around-me/Libraries/Services/Digital-resources
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VEX ROBOTICS INTERNAL TOURNAMENT 
Chris Robinson, Teacher 

Aberfoyle Park High School held an all day VEX Robotics Internal Tournament on 25 March. Students spent the 
morning session working in teams, building and fine-tuning their robots for the competition. Our internal 
competition featured both driver-controlled and autonomous, software-controlled driving. The students further 
developed their engineering skills in both software and hardware in order to successfully complete the competition 
course. 
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INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION EXHIBITION 
Kathryn Lamb, IGNITE Leader 

Year 9 IGNITE students, as part of a HASS unit of work, recently convened to hold an exhibition on the Industrial Revolution. 
Students had worked collaboratively to research and then create a display on a chosen technological invention. They 
impressed with the creative ways in which they engaged visitors whilst demonstrating how these inventions had impacted 
society. 
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  YEAR 12 SACE ART TRIP 
Aimee Sweet, Art Teacher 
 
On Tuesday 6 April the year 12 Art and Creative Art students 
accompanied by Ms Sweet, Mr Barnum and Mr Kammermann 
went into the Adelaide CBD to attend the annual SACE Art Show. 
Students were able to see examples on display of senior work 
from 2020. This helped them to gather ideas for their own self-
directed art projects and develop a better understanding of the 
standards.  

The group also attended a print making workshop at UniSA, 
where they had access to the university print making studio, 
etching presses and expertise of lecturers to create a run of 
nature based mono prints. This involved making marks and 
imprints directly onto a printing plate by scraping ink away and 
using the shapes of leaves, twine and lace to mask areas of the 
print, creating positive and negative shapes within their printed 
designs.  

In the afternoon, the group attended an exhibition at the ACE 
Open titled ‘The Image is Nothing (concrete archive)’. This 
exhibition brought together over 20 artists from around Australia 
and overseas to display works about a common theme of mass 
trauma. Works on display were made in response to events at 
sites of significant trauma such as Auschwitz, Chernobyl, 
Fukushima, Hiroshima, New York and locations around Australia 
where significant trauma was inflicted on Indigenous Australian 
communities.  

The students responded very positively and respectfully to a 
diverse range of artworks and concepts. This excursion was a 
valuable experience that will aid students with the technical and 
conceptual requirements of their Stage 2 courses. 
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DRAMA PERFORMANCE 
Daniel Lynch, Drama Teacher 

On March 24 and 25, Stage 1 and 2 Drama students performed their Group Production of Second Person Narrative at 
the Domain Theatre. With the focus of an entire term’s rehearsal, the students overcame the challenges of a new venue, 
unexpected cast sickness and a tight rehearsal period to deliver an energetic and entertaining performance. 

Playing more than five roles each, the actors took the audience through one character’s life, from birth to death, in sixty 
minutes. Congratulations to the ensemble and student tech crew for their commendable efforts. 
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RISING STARS! 
Sarah Horne, Teacher 
 
All 52 first year IGNITE and year 8 specialist music students, had their debut performance on Monday 10 May 2021. 
Students have been learning their selected instruments for only 10 weeks. This performance was a chance to show off 
their new skills and hard work to families and friends. 

Students blew the roof off the school gym playing a variety of pieces together and individually in instrument groups, 
notably: Old McDonald had a band, Doo-wooty Beat, and What makes you beautiful were favourites. 

Students will continue to collaborate and work together to learn new music, whilst developing their skills further 
through the year, ready to perform again in term 3. 

Complete year 8 Music Ensemble during the performance. Conductor: Sarah Horne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Levi, Peter, Archie, Angus and Alex 

Zach, Travis, Dhanni, Lachlan and Chester 
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STAGE 2 MUSIC PERFORMANCE 
Sarah Horne, Teacher 

The conclusion of term 1 saw the Aberfoyle Park High School Concert Band, Percussion Ensemble and seven year 12 
soloists presented a performance for families and friends.  

The Concert Band, made up of 45 students in years 9-12 who rehearse weekly after school, presented two energetic 
pieces, Bond…James Bond and Lord of the Dance. 

The Percussion Ensemble, lead by Instrumental teacher David Hopgood, presented musical pieces Winding River and 
Samba Sonic. This is a senior ensemble of eight dedicated students who give up one lunch time a week for rehearsals. 

To finish the evening, the seven year 12 Stage 2 students completed their music solo performance, delighting the audience 
with their individual skills and abilities. Accompanying them on piano was the multi-skilled Maths teacher Mr Nisan 
Tuazon. Performances included flutes, oboe, trumpet, bass guitar and percussion. Students took us from classical Mozart 
pieces, to romantic music by Schumann through to jazz classic Get Eccentric. 

Concert Band conducted by Mr Steve Kammermann 

Percussion Ensemble Conducted by David Hopgood 
L-R; Mitchell, Adam, Thomas, Zebin, Cooper, Student, Candice and Elijah 

 

Year 12 Soloist, Alesha on flute, accompanied by Nisan Tuazon Year 12 Soloist, Ace on Trumpet 
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STAGE 2 – CHILD STUDIES 
Hayley Simmons, Teacher 

On Friday 19 March, the Stage 2 Child Studies class successfully participated in an excursion with the Reception/1 class 
from Aberfoyle Hub R-7 School, to Thalassa Park. 

This experience had students researching child-friendly, healthy snack options that could be transported and stored well 
for an excursion and be served in a COVID-safe manner. The children devoured healthy scrolls, muffins, slices, pikelets, 
banana bread, and much more. 

The senior students then interacted with the children around literacy, reading picture books or engaging with the 
Storybook Walk which includes sculptures of famous children’s books to inspire them for their next task – writing their 
very own children’s book! 
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VET - SCHOOL BASED TRAINEESHIP 
Kass Holmes, Vocational Education Training Leader 

Kynan is our first year 10 student to gain a school based traineeship in 2021. 

He saw an advertisement with Reece Group for a trainee position, applied and 
attended an interview. The manager was extremely impressed with his maturity and 
enthusiasm to learn. 

To ensure this would be the right job for him he completed a week of work experience 
to see what tasks he would be performing and to spend time with staff. He found the 
job rewarding, the team great to work with and the company was very excited to have 
Kynan as part their team.  

He will work two days each week at Reece and come to school to complete his SACE. 
He is doing a Certificate II in Warehousing Operations which will take him three years 
to complete and he will gain at least 45 SACE credits.  

We would like to congratulate Kynan on his efforts at obtaining a traineeship working his way to completing National 
qualifications. 

If you would like any further information about apprenticeships or traineeships then please contact our VET Leader, Kass 
Holmes on kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au. 

 

 
 

  

BREAKFAST CLUB 
Matt Peters, Pastoral Care Worker 

Breakfast Club has been running each Monday and Friday from 8.00am with the help of our student volunteers. There has 
been some new student led initiatives recently, including Breakfast Karaoke, Smoothie Bar and Cheese Toasties. 

We are always looking for more student volunteers to help on Mondays and Fridays. 

Thanks to Kick Start for Kids and Seeds Uniting Church for the generous donations to help make Breakfast Club possible. 

Ali, Mia, Bailey, Talia and Emily 

mailto:kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au
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COMMUNITY STUDIES 
Nick Rodda, Teacher 

As part of SACE Community Studies subject in 2020, Kaysha wanted to use her 
artistic skills to brighten up an area of the school. In consultation with her teacher 
Mr Rodda and the Language Coordinator Ms Lonergan, Kaysha designed and 
painted an art piece to fit one of the language classrooms. The idea was to 
represent the different languages taught at Aberfoyle Park High School – Japanese, 
Spanish and French. It is a beautiful addition to the room and students have been 
both curious and impressed by the artwork.  

Kaysha writes “I thought a mural in the classroom would make the classroom look 
more colourful and represent the cultures we learn about in our school. 

In this artwork, the girl in the middle represents Japan as cherry blooms are 
surrounding her. Behind her is the famous painting ‘The Great Wave’ painted by 
Japanese artist Katsushika Hokusai, down the bottom are flamenco dances from 
Spain. Behind The Great Wave on the right is a shrine from Japan and on the left is the Eiffel Tower to represent France.  

All of these buildings and symbols from these countries all show the languages we learn and teach at our school. 

Overall I hope everyone enjoys the look of the painting, I am very proud of how it turned out and I hope to create more 
murals in the future.” 
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INTERNATIONAL AMBASSADORS – HARMONY DAY 
Kate Lonergan, Languages and International Coordinator 

At the end of term 1 the International Ambassadors group put on an event for Harmony Day. The purpose of Harmony 
Day is to recognise and celebrate our different backgrounds. 

Usually this group is involved in providing social opportunities for our International visitors but due to COVID-19 we 
have had to think of new ways to celebrate being International.  

Students brainstormed ways we could celebrate different backgrounds and came up with teaching simple greetings, 
writing hello in many languages on top of handprints, playing music from Eurovision and providing some fun facts about 
different countries. For example, did you know that a popular pizza topping in Sweden is banana and curry powder?  

For our first event the students did really well to get themselves organised and it started lots of great conversations, 
especially about the many languages that are spoken in the homes of Aberfoyle Park High School students. We hope to 
run more events throughout the year.  
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS  
Sarah Johnson, Senior School Reception and International Secretary  

HOST FAMILIES  

Do you have a spare room? Would you like to share South Australian life with a Japanese student? We are growing our 
homestay network and are continually recruiting new host families to participate in the International Study Tour 
Program by hosting Japanese high school students. Study Tours are usually for two weeks during July/August each year. 
During this time they will experience Australian school and family life and participate in excursions and school activities. 
As some students would have not visited Australia before it gives them a chance to learn a different culture, practice 
their English skills and live the Australian life for the duration of their visit.  

For the duration of their visit the students stay with accredited host families which are organised through the school. 
The students are usually between 15 and 17 years of age.  

Here is a testimonial from a Homestay family:  

‘We have been hosting international students for the past three years and it has been an amazing experience for everyone 
in the family. We found that hosting has brought us together as a family and we feel our family has grown substantially 
with members all over the world. For anyone thinking of hosting we say “Give it a go”, you will not regret it. It is such a 
wonderful experience and it will enrich your lives’. The Siemensma family  

Host families receive a reimbursement of approximately $250 a week to cover out of pocket expenses such as groceries, 
entrance fees to tourist attractions and other expenses incurred whilst hosting a student.  

If you would like more information on how to apply to become an accredited host family for future Study Tours please 
contact Sarah Johnson, International Secretary on 8270 4455 (select option 3) or sarah.johnson@aphs.sa.edu.au for an 
information pack.  

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM 

We would like to say a big thank you to all the host families who hosted last year’s International students through the 
challenging COVID outbreak.  

INTERNATIONAL AMBASSADOR PROGRAM AT ABERFOYLE PARK HIGH SCHOOL  

In the absence of International students at Aberfoyle Park High School the current international ambassadors are 
looking at running some International events throughout the year.  

The International Program at Aberfoyle Park High 
School would not be the same without the support of 
our International Ambassadors. Students from all 
year levels volunteer their time to be part of the 
International Program. This involves ‘buddying up’ 
with new international students when they arrive, 
helping them find their way around school and 
generally make the international students feel 
welcome. We are looking for new International 
Ambassador especially from the middle school year 
levels.  

If you would like to apply to be an International 
Ambassador please contact: 
 
kate.lonergan@aphs.sa.edu.au the International 
Student Program Manager. 
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36A Taylors Road East 
Aberfoyle Park 

South Australia   5159 
 

Telephone:    +61 8 8270 4455 

Email:  info@aphs.sa.edu.au 

Student Absentee Email: studrec@aphs.sa.edu.au 

mailto:info@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:studrec@aphs.sa.edu.au

